THE  GREAT STATE

Eastern and Western halves of the Roman Empire
were a prey to Goths, Vandals, and the Huns of
Attila. Yet, looked at broadly, if the tidal force
has receded out of one reservoir, it has generally
been to advance farther and higher elsewhere in an-
other. From climax to climax, crest to crest, of the
eight known civilisations, the wave-length period
seems to be about fifteen hundred and thirty-five
years. But the main depth and body of Mind.in its
commonalty, upon and out of which these waves are
formed, seems steadily to deepen over the world.
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THUS the first foci of Life in Families crept out
of the mists round the common Fire of a village.
Through millions of years, from periods pre-glacial
and pliocene, human life had risen to the cave-life
of the Veddahs, and then to the village. Nomad
peoples tended to fail, as the hairy forest peoples
tended to fail, in comparison with agricultural and
settled tribes of the open country. Why ? Because
the settled folk could more effectively guard and
feed the Family. Outside the village were the forma-
tive pressures of Anangke, duress of famine and fear.
Next, protection is afforded to the huddling villages
by the City, of which the root-idea is Fortress.
The life of the Polis means life guarded within a city
walled But the Fortress, larger than the village,
requires more food. Fortress becomes Market. The
City requires a larger catchment-area of produce or
of prey. It needs also roads through the outer
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